Minstrel 254

March 2003

1829V15 and Outpost M3 are held over … nothing from Jeff.  The new 1856 is below and next time it’s a new 1830 – usual thing, tell me if you want to play, preference to those nearest the head of the waiting list overridden by my whim … which is typically to give people games who I think need them.

This was all but ready last weekend then the usual combination of lots of work and a bit of socialising, plus the needs of a justifiably distressed close person & help for daughters, reduced the available time to that needed for eating, cleansing and staring at a blank wall.  My travels did mean that I spent a lump of last Sunday in Brighton and the first flush of sunshine really brought the crowds out – determined to sit out at the beach-side cafès even though it wasn’t really warm enough.  But it was very nice to be out and about in the dry fresh clear sunshine … roll on the days of the same with added heat.  Okay … done.
1856S13 / 17
OR14 & OR15

Graham holds his lead and the finishing order is as you expected … congratulations aplenty to him.

Operating Round 14


Dir
Lay
[Rep]
Base
Run
Pay
Quote
Credit
Trains
Notes

GW
MR
125:P9:3
[14]

290
Y
275C
280
5


CPR
GC
8:M6:3
[58]

290
Y
275A
100
5


CV
GL
5:N9:5
[3]

530
Y
225A
51
D 5


BBG
KL
47:K14:3
[23]

530
Y
150B
0
6 6


CGR
MR
57:N3:2


770
Y
150A
270
D
$40 - River 

WR
KL
6:K16:2
[58]

340
Y
100B
22
D


THB
GC
7:H13:3


360
Y
90E
312
D


Operating Round 15


Dir
Lay
[Rep]
Base
Run
Pay
Quote
Credit
Trains
Notes

GW
MR
14:N3:5
[57]

300
Y
300C
280
5


CPR
GC
29:I10:2
[8]

290
Y
300A
100
5


CV
GL
57:L9:3
[4]

540
Y
250A
51
D 5


BBG
KL
14:K16:2
[6]

530
Y
175B
0
6 6


CGR
MR
56:E18:2


790
Y
175A
270
D


WR
KL
15:O16:6
[6]

350
Y
110B
22
D


THB
GC
5:J11:6


720
Y
100E
312
D


Final Position
Start
OR14
OR15
End
Value
%
Certs
Max 16

Graham Lee
2,209
826
947
3,982
8,207
28.7
16.0/16.0

Mike Ruffhead
1,490
827
882
3,199
7,479
26.1
16.0/16.0

George Lucas
1,284
658
844
2,786
6,721
23.5
16.0/16.0

Keith Loveys
1,175
799
847
2,821
6,231
21.8
16.0/16.0

1856S13 : Standard Game : Phase 6 : Bank - Flushed
Graham Wins

1856F16
Gamestart

You are … in dealing order … John Shelley, Lyndon Gurr, John Webley, Peter Jenkins, David Roffey.

You each have $300 and the knowledge and power to chart your own course through this endeavour …

1856F16 : Standard Game : Phase 1
Next Time – Sr1 (Privates)

Waiting
1829S

David R, Tony B, Don S, John S, Keith L


1830

Don S, David R, Andy M, Mike R, Keith L, George, Peter J, John S


1835

John S, David R, Keith L, Don S


1856

Don S6, Keith L, George L


Railway Rivals
Tony O

Deadline



Rob Thomasson
Friday, 11th April 2003

205 Tolcarne Drive, Pinner, Middlesex HA5 2DN

1829F14 / 11
SDR8

Share Dealing Round 8 … The receiver loses the LNWR and gains the GCR …
* share from the pool

Keith Loveys
Tony Osborne
David Smith
Tim Goldstone
Mike Ruffhead







-LSWR,+GNR*
+LSWR*
+LNWR*
-LSWR,+LNWR*
-LSWR,+GER*

-LSWR,+GNR*
+LSWR*
-GCR/2,+LNWR*
+LNWR*
+L+YR

-LSWR,+LBSC*
+LSWR*
-Mid,+LNWR*
-LSWR,+LNWR*
+L+YR

+Mid*
-GNR,+LSWR*
-GWR,+LNWR*
-LNWR/3,+GNR*
+L+YR

~
-GNR,+LSWR*
-GCR/3,+LNWR*
+GNR*,+GER*,+GER*
[totem]

Cash Flow
Start
SDR8
End
Value
%
Certs
Max 17

Keith Loveys
155
-101
54
1,362
19.9
15/15

Tony Osborne
293
-238
55
1,463
21.4
11/11

David Smith
199
-144
55
1,316
19.2
10/10

Tim Goldstone
279
-118
161
1,317
19.2
10/10

Mike Ruffhead
251
-162
89
1,387
20.3
15/15

Portfolios
Privates
LNWR
GWR
Mid
LSWR
GNR
LBSC
GER
GCR
L+YR
SECR

Keith Loveys
 S+M
-
1
2
-
7D
5D
1
-
-
-

Tony Osborne
-
-
5D
-
8D
-
-
-
-
-
-

David Smith
-
5D
1
-
-
1
-
5D
-
-
-

Tim Goldstone
 C+W
-
-
6D
-
2
-
2
-
-
-

Mike Ruffhead *
-
-
2
2
1
-
-
2
-
9D
-

Bank New
 Hull...
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
1
10D

Bank Pool
 C+HP, L+M
5
1
-
1
-
5
-
10D
-
-

Credit

£520
£400
£40
£60
£370
£240
£520
£0
£0


Trains

3 2 2 2
4 3 2
3 3 2
2
3
4
4
3
2 4


Tiles
1/2
2/2
3/2
4/6
5/2
6/4
7/3
8/5
9/9
10/2
12/-
13/2
14/2
15/-
16/1


17/1
18/1
19/2
20/2
21/1
22/1
23/3
24/4
25/2
26/2
27/2
28/-
29/1
30/1
31/-

Trains
4/1(£430)
then
5/5(£550)
7/4(£720)
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1829F14 : South Game, MSK1, PC Rule : Phase 2 : Bank - £19,586
Next time - OR10

1830J14 / 10
OR7

The Erie lays no track, buys a 6 train.  The PRR forks out $100 for a garrison – perhaps significantly ...  

Operating Round 7


Dir
Lay
[Rep]
Base
Run
Pay
Quote
Credit
Trains
Notes

NYNH
PJ
62:G19:4
[54]
E19
240
Y
112A
130
5 4
A 

B+M
KL
15:F22:6
[57]

100
Y
112A
313
(5) 4


B+O
NW
61:I15:5
[53]

340
Y
100D
480
4 (3)


CPR
JS
9:C13:3


130
Y
90E
1
4 +5
B 

PRR
TS
63:H16:4
[14]
G19
300
Y
90E
250
(3 3)
C 

Erie
NW





67E
0
[+3] +6
D E F 

NYC
JS
63:E19:1
[15]



67E
103
+6
E 

C+O
KL
63:H4:1
[14]



10K
0
+5
G H 

Notes
A
$40 to the bank for a garrison
E
$630 to the bank for a 6 train


B
$226 to the NYC for a 5 train
F
Train purchase starts phase 5


C
$100 to the bank for a garrison
G
$183 from Keith L for a train purchase


D
$80 to the B+O for a 3 train
H
$183 to the B+M for a 5 train

Tiles
1/1
2/1
3/2
4/2
7/2
8/7
9/1
14/2
15/1
16/1
18/1
19/1
20/1
23/3
24/3


25/1
26/1
27/-
28/1
29/1
39/1
40/1
41/2
42/2
43/2
44/1
45/2
46/2
47/1
53/1


54/1
55/-
56/-
57/3
58/1
59/2
61/1
62/-
63/-
64/1
65/1
66/1
67/-
68/1
69/-


70/1

Trains
D/6($1,100)
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Cash Flow
Start
OR7
End
Value
%
Certs
Max 13

Keith Loveys
65
-65
0
954
18.1
7/13

Tony Sait
34
244
278
1,242
23.6
9/10

Neil Walters
5
204
209
1,211
23.0
10/10

Peter Jenkins
17
174
191
953
18.1
6/6

John Shelley
53
73
126
908
17.2
8/9

1830J14 / 10
OR7

Portfolios
PRR
NYC
CPR
B+O
C+O
Erie
NYNH
B+M

Keith Loveys
-
-
-
1
7P
-
1
6P

Tony Sait
5P
-
2
1
1
-
1
1

Neil Walters
-
-
-
6P
-
6P
-
-

Peter Jenkins *
1
-
-
-
-
-
6P
-

John Shelley
-
6P
3P
1
1
-
-
-

Bank New
-
2
-
1
1
4
2
3

Par
71
82
71
100
67
71
100
100

Bank Pool
4
2
5
-
-
-
-
-

Quote
90E
67E
90E
100D
10K
67E
112A
112A

The OR8 operating order is - NYNH, B+M, B+O, CPR, PRR, Erie, NYC, C+O.

1830J14 : Standard Game : Phase 5 : Bank - $9,919
Next time - OR8

1829O14 / 9
OR9

The GWR London base was not shown on the web site map last time.  This time an unusual run on the 6 tiles is inconvenient for the GCR.  The receiver will promote C7 for the GWR next time … it would have moved the survey party to C9 but the LBSC action has changed that … destination is now G7.

Operating Round 9


Dir
Lay
[Rep]
Token
Run
Pay
Quote
Credit
Trains
Notes

LNWR
AH
10:I6:3

I6 - I3
220
Y
225
80
3 2 2 2


GWR
BP
10:C8:3

C8 - D8
150
N
126
250
3 2 2


Mid
DS
6:H7:2

H7 - H7 =S
110
Y
112
300
3 2
A 

LSWR
JS
8:C9:2

C9 - C11
110
Y
82
240
(3) 2


GNR
MH
10:K8:2

K8 - G10
80
Y
82
330
3


LBSC
JS
6:C10:3

C10 - D9 =S


64
630
+3
A B 

GER
MH


E10 - F10


61
340
+3
C 

GCR
DR
23:M8:1
[9]
L7 - L6


58
180
+4
D 

L+YR
DR


L5 - M5


56
150
+4
D 

SECR
DR


C12 - L7


53
130
+4
D 

Notes
A
£40 to the bank for a garrison
C
£300 to the bank for a 3 train


B
£420 to the LSWR for a 3 train
D
£430 to the bank for a 4 train

Tiles
1/2
2/2
3/2
4/4
5/3
6/-
7/3
8/4
9/8
10/-
12/3
13/3
14/1
15/3
16/1


17/1
18/1
19/2
20/2
21/1
22/1
23/3
24/4
25/1
26/2
27/2
28/-
29/1
30/1
31/1

Trains
4/2(£430)
then
5/5(£550)
7/4(£720)

Cash Flow
Start
OR9
End
Value
%
Certs
Max 17

John Shelley
34
71
105
1,011
17.2
11/11

Alan Harvey
9
121
130
1,619
27.5
7/7

Mike Hutton
60
59
119
998
16.9
10/10

David Roffey
5
22
27
1,152
19.6
15/15

Don Smith
16
100
116
1,112
18.9
8/8

Portfolios
Privates
LNWR
GWR
Mid
LSWR
GNR
LBSC
GER
GCR
L+YR
SECR

John Shelley
 S+M
-
-
-
6D
-
6D
-
-
-
-

Alan Harvey
-
5D
2
1
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

Mike Hutton
-
-
-
-
1
6D
-
5D
-
-
-

David Roffey
-
-
1
-
2
-
-
-
5D
5D
5D

Don Smith *
 C+W
-
-
7D
-
1
-
-
-
-
-

Bank New
 Hull...
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
4

Bank Pool
 C+HP, L+M
5
7D
2
1
3
4
5
5
5
1

1829O14 : South Game, MSK1, PC Rule : Phase 2 : Bank - £19,503
Next - OR10 & SDR9

1856V14 / 6
SR4

One more company prepares to operate … but it’s not the CA …

Stock Round 4
* share from the pool

Tony Bromley
Keith Loveys
Graham Lee
Mike Ruffhead
George Lucas







+GW/10*(50)
+LPS/10(75)
+LPS/10(75)
+GW/10*(50)
+GW/10*(50)

+GT/10*(55)
-LPS/40(360),+CV/20(160)
+CPR/10(65)
+GT/10*(55)
+GT/10*(55)

+GT/10(65)
+CV/10(80)
~
~
+LPS/10*(70)

~
+CV/10(80),+CV/10(80)
[priority]



Cash Flow
Start
SR4
End
Value
%
Certs
Max 13

Mike Ruffhead
120
-105
15
415
16.6
4/5

George Lucas
181
-175
6
501
20.1
3/8

Tony Bromley
170
-170
0
460
18.4
6/7

Keith Loveys
147
-115
32
562
22.5
6/6

Graham Lee
155
-140
15
560
22.4
6/6

Portfolios
Privates
BBG
CA
CPR
CV
GT
GW
LPS
TGB
THB
WR
WGB

Mike Ruffhead
 SCFTC
-
2P
-
-
2
1
-
-
-
-
-

George Lucas
-
-
-
1
-
1
6P
1
-
-
-
-

Tony Bromley
 TCC
-
-
-
-
6P
1
-
-
-
-
-

Keith Loveys
 GLSC
-
-
-
5P
1
-
-
-
-
-
-

Graham Lee *
-
-
-
3P
-
-
-
5P
-
-
-
-

Bank New
-
10P
8
5
5
-
2
1
10P
10P
10P
10P

Par


65
65
80
65
65
75





Bank Pool
-
-
-
1
-
-
-
3
-
-
-
-

Quote

 
65F
65G
80C
60G
50I
70G
 
 
 
 

Credit



$65
$400
$15
$120
$506





Trains



3 2 2

3 2 2
3 3
3 2 2





Tiles
1/1
2/1
3/3
4/3
5/1
6/2
7/6
8/12
9/9
14/2
15/4
16/1
17/1
18/1
19/1


20/1
23/4
24/4
25/1
26/1
27/1
28/1
29/1
55/1
56/1
57/4
58/2
59/2
69/1
120/-


121/-

Trains
4/4($350)
then
5/3($550)
6/2($700)
D/9($1,100)

The OR5 operating order is - CV, LPS, CPR, GT, GW.

1856V14 : Standard Game : Phase 2 : Bank - $10,826
Next time - OR5 & OR6

1830X14 / 6
OR4

The B&O wanted to lay on its home base … which cannot happen until whilst the B&O private is in private hands.  But the B&O does take us down to the last 4 train …

Operating Round 4


Dir
Lay
[Rep]
Base
Run
Pay
Quote
Credit
Trains
Notes

NYC
KL
7:E21:4

F22
160
Y
90C
263
4 3
D E 

B+O
MR





76C
490
+4 [+4]
F G F 

NYNH
JW



80
Y
82E
140
3
A 

C+O
MH
16:G5:6
[8]

110
Y
69G
255
3 3
B 

Erie
MR
59:E11:5




63G
730
+4
H J

PRR
TS
59:H18:6


70
Y
60I
2
3
C I 

Notes
A
$5 from the SVR Private
F
$300 to the bank for a 4 train


B
$10 from the CStL Private
G
Train purchase closes the B+O private


C
$20 from the M+H Private
H
$90 to the B+O for a 4 train


D
$120 to bank for a mountain
I
$192 to Tony S for the C+A


E
$40 to the bank for a garrison
J
The Erie base routes to side 5 of E11

1830X14 / 6
OR4

Tiles
1/-
2/-
3/2
4/2
7/2
8/7
9/6
14/3
15/1
16/-
18/1
19/1
20/1
23/3
24/3


25/1
26/1
27/1
28/1
29/1
53/2
54/1
55/1
56/1
57/1
58/2
59/-
69/1

Trains
4/1($300)
then
5/3($450)
6/2($630)
D/6($1,100)

Cash Flow
Start
OR4
End
Value
%
Certs
Max 13

John Webley
29
71
100
742
20.7
6/7

Mike Ruffhead
3
24
27
629
17.5
6/6

Mike Hutton
61
78
139
644
17.9
6/6

Keith Loveys
5
106
111
772
21.5
6/7

Tony Sait
13
278
291
802
22.3
2/7

Portfolios
Privates
PRR
NYC
CPR
B+O
C+O
Erie
NYNH
B+M

John Webley
-
1
1
-
-
-
-
6P
-

Mike Ruffhead
-
-
1
-
4P
-
2P
1
-

Mike Hutton *
 D+H
-
-
-
3
3P
-
-
-

Keith Loveys
-
1
5P
-
-
1
-
1
-

Tony Sait
-
6P
-
-
-
1
-
1
-

Bank New
-
2
3
10P
3
-
4
1
10P

Par

67
90

100
71
82
71


Bank Pool
-
-
-
-
-
5
4
-
-

Quote

60I
90C
 
76C
69G
63G
82E
 

The OR5 operating order is - NYC, NYNH, B+O, C+O, Erie, PRR.

1830X14 : Standard Game : Phase 3 : Bank - $9,452
Next time - OR5 & SR4

1835Q15 / 2
OR1, SR2, OR2 & SR3

A trouble free start which bodes well …

Operating Round 1


Dir
Lay(s)

[Rep]
Base
Run
Pay
Quote
Credit
Trains
Notes

B-M
DS
202:H2:5






0
+2
A 

B-P
JW
8:E17:3






170



Mag
TS
57:F14:3






0
+2
A 

K-M
TS
6:G5:3






0
+2 +2
A A 

B-S
KL
7:D18:4






0
+2
A 

A-K
LG
9:B10:1






0
+2
A 

ByE
JW
202:O15:1
8:N14:6




86C
392
+2 +2
A A 

Operating Round 2


Dir
Lay(s)

[Rep]
Base
Run
Pay
Quote
Credit
Trains
Notes

B-M
DS
56:H4:5



40
Y

20
2


B-P
JW
8:D16:6






90
+2
A 

Mag
TS
57:F10:3



40
Y

20
2


K-M
TS
58:F4:2



30
Y

15
2 2


B-S
KL
8:D20:6



40
Y

20
2


A-K
LG
6:A11:6



60
Y

30
2


ByE
JW
5:N12:4
9:O13:1


100
Y
92C
392
2 2


Notes
A
80M to the bank for a 2 train

Tiles
1/1
2/1
3/2
4/3
5/2
6/1
7/7
8/12
9/10
55/1
56/-
57/-
58/3
69/3
201/2


202/-

Trains
2+2/4(120M)
then
3/4(180M)
3+3/3(270M)
4/3(360M)
4+4/1(440M)
more …

1835Q15 / 2
OR1, SR2, OR2 & SR3

Share Round 3
* share from the pool

John Webley
Don Smith
Keith Loveys
Lyndon Gurr
Tony Sait







~
+ByE/10(92)
+SxE/10(88)
+ByE/10(92)
+ByE/10(92)

Cash Flow
Start
OR1
SR2
OR2
SR3
End
Value
%
Certs
Max

John Webley
36
0
0
20
0
56
410
14.8
2
12

Don Smith
50
35
0
65
-92
58
582
21.0
5
12

Keith Loveys
0
30
0
60
-88
2
748
26.9
6
12

Lyndon Gurr
30
40
0
80
-92
58
602
21.7
5
12

Tony Sait
58
0
0
45
-92
11
435
15.7
4
12

Portfolios
Privates/Minors
PrE
ByE
SxE
BaE
WtE
HeE
MsE
OlE

John Webley *
B-P
-
20/1
-
-
-
-
-
-

Don Smith
 N-F, Han / B-M
-
20/2
-
-
-
-
-
-

Keith Loveys
 Ost, L-D / B-S
-
10/1
30/2
-
-
-
-
-

Lyndon Gurr
 Pfa, Bra / A-K
-
20/2
-
-
-
-
-
-

Tony Sait
Mag, K-M
-
20/2
-
-
-
-
-
-

Bank New
-
40/4
10/1
70/7
100/8
100/8
100/8
100/7
100/7

Bank Pool
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

Quote

 
92C
88D
 
 
 
 
 

Credit


668M







The OR3 operating order is - Minors, ByE.

1835Q15 : Half Thompson Game : Phase 1 : Bank - 10,952M
Next time - OR3 & SR4

Outpost M4 (Average Cards)
Round 8

Player
Action


Mick
Auctioned a Scientists for 44, John joined at 45, Mike at 46 and David at 70.  Mike got it for 71 reduced to 51 after Data Library discounts (o:1,1,2,2,2 w:3,3,3,4,30)

Mick
Bought one Titanium Factory (o:2 w:3,3,4,4,4 t:4,6)

Mick
Bought one Population Unit (o:1,1,2 w:3,3)

Keith
Bought one Titanium Factory (w:30)

Keith
Bought one Population Unit (t:4,6)

John
Auctioned a Warehouse and got it for 25 reduced to 20 after HE discounts (w:3,3,3,3,4 t:4)

Mike
Passed

David
Auctioned a Warehouse and got it for 25 (w:3,3,3,4,4,4,4)

Keith
Bought one Titanium Factory (w:30)

Mick
Bought one Titanium Factory (o:1 w:3,3,3,4,4,4,4,4)

Mick
Bought one Population Unit (o:1,1,2,2,2,2)

Mike
Passed

John
Bought one Titanium Factory (o:1,2,2 w:3,4,4,4,4 t:6)

David
Bought one Water Factory (o:1,2 w:3,3,3,4,4)

Pos
Player
Factories
Operators
Colony Cards
Production Total
VPs


1
Mick
2o,3w,2t
7p (8,0)
HE, Nod
51
12
(55)


2
Keith
2o,4w,2t
6p (8,0)
HE, Nod
56
11
(55)


3
Mike
2o,4w
5p (5,0)
DL, DL, WH, Sci
68
10
(95)


4
John
2o,3w,2t
5p (5,0)
DL, WH, HE
73
10
(70)


5
David
2o,6w
6p (8,0)
WH, Nod
89
9
(50)

Pos
Player
Cards
30

1
2
3
4
6
7


1
Mick
7.5/10
-

2
2
3
6
2
-



2
Keith
8/10
1

2
2
-
2
2
-


3
Mike
9/15
1

3
2
2
3
1
1


4
John
9/15
-

1
-
4
9
4
-



5
David
12/15
2

-
-
3
5
-
-


Outpost M4 (Average Cards)
Round 8

On Offer
Data Library
0
Sold out
Orbital Lab
1
(2 more)


Warehouse
0
Sold out
Robots
2
(1 more)


Heavy Equipment
0
Sold out
Laboratory
1
(2 more)


Nodule
0
Sold out
Ecoplants
0
(3 more)


Scientists
0
(2 more)
Outpost
1
(2 more)

Outpost M4 : Expert Game : Phase 2

RR1845HK : Hokkaido
Round 12

This round was about TGV as his winning potential made him a target for the others … TORPEDO in particular who then crucially lost out in both his two ERP entries to finish second.  So MIKE took first place.  The runs went like this … TORPEDO did the business in getting GRIN to join with him (exchanging running powers) rather than TGV in run 27 and then GRI did the business in the race itself.  As a result TGV only tried somewhat to involve MIKE who should have been in this “no choice” race.  TORPEDO beat GRIN with his shorter route in run 31 and then loses out in another ERP in run 32, this time with MIKE.  The good news for both of them is that the TGV/GRIN joint run combo comes third.  TGV nearly overcomes a significant length disadvantage compared to MIKE in run 33 but just fails.  MIKE is the only entrant for run 34 and then GRIN’s slight advantage over TGV in run 35 sees him home first.  TORPEDO’s even slighter advantage in run 36 then sees him in ahead of TGV in run 36.

Round 12 Run Results

27>
Hakodate – Nemuro
GRI 20 –27/TOR +29;  TOR 10 –29/GRI +27

31>
Asahigawa – Samani/Hiroo
TOR 20 –3/GRI +6;  GRI 10 –6/TOR +3

32>
Hakodate – Mombetsu
MIK 20 –21/TOR –1/TGV +19;  TOR 10 –19/MIK –1/TGV +21; 



TGV:GRI 0 +2:0

33> 
Otaru – Abashiri
MIK 20 –3/TOR –1/TGV;  TGV 10 –1/TOR –4/GRI +1;  TOR +4;  GRI +4

34>
Nayoro – Kitani/Aioi
MIK +20

35>
Obihiro – Kushiro
GRI 20 +2/TGV;  TGV 10 – 2/TOR –2/GRI;  TOR +2

36>
Esashi – Fukagawa
TOR +20 –2/MIK +4;  TGV 10 –4/TOR –3/MIK –1/GRI;  MIK +7;  GRI +1

Scores




Runs
27
31
32
33
34
35
36

MIKE
Mike R
349
=
289



+17
+16
+20

+7

TORPEDO
Tony O
332
=
262

+8
+23
+11
+4

+2
+22

GRIN
John W
314
=
258

+22
+7
+0
+4

+22
+1

TGV
Simon R
299
=
283



+2
+6

+6
+2

Mike
How embarrassing is that? For some reason I was quite sure last round was the last round. Clearly it’s Alzheimers. Anyway, a brief review of my premature GES, suggests TGV is still favourite, as I only have two certain entries. A lot may depend on whether Tony or Simon will do a joint run with me for race 32. Whatever the result, my thanks to everyone for an intriguing game, and to Rob for choosing an interesting map. I hadn’t seen this one before and fears that it might prove unbalanced have been conclusively dispelled by the very close finish.

Tony
It must have been a good game, because it is the closest game I've ever played, and anything can still happen. The first couple of rounds of building went extremely badly for me (despite co-operation with Simon) and I feel that I have been struggling ever since. Having said this, I could still finish anywhere, and so could everyone else. Early on, I thought that Mike would dominate, because he seemed to have a monopoly on the East, but later on, John and Simon cut this advantage down. Overall, I think that Mike has played a good game and may deserve the win, but as the saying goes "I'd rather be lucky than good". If I'm unlucky, then there will be plenty of "Fukagawa" going on.

Simon
I don’t like this map, it’s too hilly and fills up too quickly.  Thanks Rob & all for the game.

GM
So an annoying little map that results in an entertaining game … for me at least!

RR Hokkaido : Leapfrog
Won by Mike and then Tony 

